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PREFACE 
FROM KCWS 2010 Chairs and Summit Proceeding Editors 
 
‘Knowledge’ is a resource, which relies on the past for a better future. In the 21st century, more than ever before, 
cities around the world depend on the knowledge of their citizens, their institutions and their firms and 
enterprises. The knowledge image, the human competence and the reputation of their public and private 
institutions and corporations profiles a city. It attracts investment, qualified labour and professionals, as well as 
students and researchers. And it creates local life spaces and professional milieus, which offer the quality of life 
to the citizens that are seeking to cope with the challenges of modern life in a competitive world. 
 
Integrating knowledge-based development in urban strategies and policies, beyond the provision of schools and 
locations for higher education, has become a new ambitious arena of city politics. Coming from theory to practice, 
and bringing together the manifold knowledge stakeholders in a city and preparing joint visions for the knowledge 
city is a new challenge for city managers, urban planners and leaders of the civic society . It requires visionary 
power, creativity, holistic thinking, the willingness to cooperate with all groups of the local civil society, and the 
capability to moderate communication processes to overcome conflicts and to develop joint action for a 
sustainable future. 
 
This timely Melbourne 2010 – The Third Knowledge City World Summit makes an important reminder that 
‘knowledge’ is the key notion in the 21st Century development. Considering this notion, the summit aims to shed 
light on the multi-faceted dimensions and various scales of building the ‘knowledge city’ and on ‘knowledge-
based development’ paradigms. At this summit, the theoretical and practical maturing of knowledge-based 
development paradigms will be advanced through the interplay between the world’s leading academic’s theories 
and the practical models and strategies of practitioners’ and policy makers’ drawn from around the world. 
 
As chairs of The Melbourne 2010 Summit, we have compiled this summit proceeding in order to disseminate the 
knowledge generated and shared in Melbourne with the wider research, governance, and practice communities. 
The papers in the proceedings reflect the broad range of contributions to the summit. They report on recent 
developments in planning and managing knowledge cities and ICT infrastructure, they assess the role of 
knowledge institutions in regional innovation systems and of the intellectual capital of cities and regions; they 
describe the evolution of knowledge-based approaches to urban development in differing cultural environments; 
they finally bridge the discourse on the knowledge city to other urban development paradigms such as the 
creative city, the ubiquitous city or the compact city. The diversity of papers presented shows how different 
scholars from planning cultures around the world interpret the knowledge dimension in urban and regional 
development. 
 
All papers of this proceeding have gone through a double-blind peer review process and been reviewed by our 
summit editorial review and advisory board members. We cordially thank the members of the Summit Proceeding 
Editorial Review and Advisory Board for their diligent work in the review of the papers. We hope the papers in this 
proceeding will inspire and make a significant contribution to the research, governance, and practice circles. 
 
Tan Yigitcanlar Peter Yates Klaus Kunzmann 
KCWS 2010 Chairs and Summit Proceeding Editors 
